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“ FEAR NOT ; FOR BEHOLD,I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 





NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 20, 1820. 





The Purposes of God are revealed in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. 


(Continued.) 


** God is Love.” And that his purposes are 
love, and have for their object the happiness 
of ‘* his offspring’’—the family of man, the 
Scriptures abundantly testify. In Genesis, 
ist chap. 27th and 28th verses, we read, ** So 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them. And God BLESSED them.” 
This is the first account of man, and of God’s 
purpose relative to him, which is revealed in| than this truth, that all mankind are the blessed 
the Scriptures. Hath God said it, and shall he | of the Lord. When Balak, king of the Moa- 
not do it? The blessing of God is pronounced | bites, sent for Balaam the prophet to curse the 
upon man, and we have the declaration of God | Israelites, ** God said unto Balaam, thou shalt 
by his prophet, “* that his word shall not re-|not curse the people, for they are blessed. How 
turn unto him void, but shall accomplish that) shall | curse whom God hath not cursed? Or 
which I please, and shall prosper in the thing) how shall I defy whom God hath not detied ?” 
whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with! Hath God cursed no man? I answer, NO, 
joy, and be led forth with peace.” At the NOT ONE. God has forbid cursing, it is a 
fall, notwithstanding the transgression of man, violaiion of his law, which declares, ** he that 
God not only refrains from cursing him, but|curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely 
pronounces a new blessing, by declaring to be put to death.” ‘tn Jeremiah, 1ith chapter, 
Adam and Eve, that the seed of the woman 3d verse, we read, ‘*‘ Thus saith the Lord God 
should bruise the serpent’s head; which seed, | of Israel, cursed be the man that obeyeth not 
the apostle Paul declares, is Christ; who was the word of this covenant.’’ Galatians, 3d 
manifested, that ‘* he might destroy him that chapter, 10th to 13th verse. ‘ For as many 
had the power of death, that is, the devil.”’|as are of the works of the law are under the 
Hebrews, 2d chap. 14th verse. The promise | curse; for it is written, cursed is every one 
of blessing is renewed to Abraham in the most that continueth not in all things which are writ- 
particular and emphatic manner, in Genesis, | ten in the book of the law to dothem. But that 
22d chap. 16th, 17th, and 18th verses. ‘* And no man is justified by the law in the sight of God 
the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out is evident; for, the just shall live by faith, and 
of heaven the second time, an. said, By myself| the law is not of faith, but the man that doeth 
have 1 SWORN, SAITH ‘THE LORD; for be-|them, shall liveinthem. Christ has redeem- 
cause thou hast done this thing, and hast not;ed us from the curse of the law, being made 
withheld thy son, thine only son; that in bless-'a curse for us; for it is written, cursed is 
ing I will bless thee, and in multiplying | will every one that hangeth on a tree.”’ With 
multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and these explicit testimonies witnessing the good- 
as the sand which is on the seashore; and thy ness of God, who took upon bim our nature, 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and and endured the curse of a broken law in the 
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be | stead of man, whom he had blessed; who 
blessed, because thou hast obeyed my voice.” |shall presume to curse mankind, or any part of 
In the 13th chap. 16th verse. ‘* And | will|them ? much less to accuse the Divine God of 
make thy seed as the dust of the earth; so that|love of an intention to curse those whom he 
if a man can number the dust of the earth, then had biessed; and who sent his only begotten 
shall thy seed also be numbered.’ In the Son to redeem them by his blood, and sanctify 
28th chapter of Genesis, 14th verse, the pro-|them by his truth, and wash them clean from 
mise is renewed to Jacob. ‘* And thy seed shall | all their iniquities, that they might be made 
be as the dust of the earth; and thou shalt) partakers of his holiness. The law which 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and! was delivered from Mount Sinai, is ina promi- 
to the north, and to the south; and in thee, and/ nent manner explanatory of the purposes of God 
in thy seed, shall all the families of the earth|the Lawgiver. In discussing this part of our 
be blessed.” In the 6th chap. of Numbers,/|subject, we confidently hope that those, to 
23d verse to the close of the chapter, God|whom our views may be new, will examine 
commands Moses to bless the children of Israel, | their Bibles before they condemn ; and what- 
and to charge Aaron and his sons to put his|ever may be their decision, we ask no other 


Unto you first, God, having raised up his Son| 


every one of you from his iniguities.” 
his epistle to the Galatians 3d chap. 16th 
verse, testifies to the same in the following, 
* Now to Abraham and to his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ.” 

It is impossible for any thing to be plainer 





name upon the children of Israel, and de-| favour, but the privilege of being tried by the jin the hand of a mediator.” 

















the Jews “ Ye are the children of the prophets,| Lawgiver, in giving the law’ Second, will 
and of the covenant which God made with our|this purpose or intention be effected, or ac- 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed| complished ? 
shall all the kindreds of the earth be biessed.|be effected ? 


Third, when will this purpose 


First, what was intended by the Lawgiver in 


Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away | giving the law? We answer, first, that the salva- 
Paul in| tion,or the damnation of mankind, or any part of 


them, according to the common accepiation 
of the terms, was not intended; for the law 
promises nothing but temporal benefits; and 
threatens nothing but temporal punishment. 

For proof of this, we refer the reader 
to the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy, and 
request him to read the whole of the chapter 
with the utmost attention. The prophet de- 
clares, that ‘‘ in keeping the law there is great 
reward;”’ not for keeping it. And we would 
suggest to those who expect reward for keep- 
ing the law, that they must keep it perfectly to 
be entitled to the value of one cent as a re- 
ward, and even on condition of rendering per- 
fect obedience to all its requisitions, there 1s 
nothing promised them but temporal benefits; 
and that they will, in that case, be paid every 
day for their perfect work. ‘This declaration 
is made unhesitatingly, because it is truth: and 
no evil consequences can flow from it; for as 
no man except Christ, who was God and man, 
ever kept the law, we presume no advantage 
can be taken from our declarations. See 
Romans, 4th chap. 13th, 14th, 14th verses, 
* for the promise that he should ‘be the heir 
of the world, was not to Abraham, or to 
his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith, for if they which are 
of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the 
promise made of none effect. Because the 
law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there 
is no transgression.”’ 3d chap. 20th verse, 
‘* Therefore by the deeds of the law, there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight; for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin’? Hebrews, 
7th chap. | 8th and 19th verses, ‘ For there is 
verily a disannulling of the commandment going 
before for the weakness and unprofitableness 
thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, 
but the bringing in of a better hope, by the 
which, we draw nigh unto God.” 8th chap. 
7th verse. ‘‘For if the first covenant had 
been faultless, then should no place have been 
sought for the second.”” Galatians, 2d chap. 
2ist verse. ‘‘I do not frustrate the grace of 
God; for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain.” 3d chap. 18th verse. 
«« For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no 
more of promise, but God gave it to Abraham 
by promise.”’ 19th verse. ‘‘ Wherefore then 
serveth the law ? It was added because of trans- 
gression, till the seed should come; to whom the 
promise was made; and it was ordained by angels 
2ist verse. ‘Is 


clares, **1 will bless them.”’ In the book of! Scriptures, and not arraigned before the tribu- | the law then against the promises of God? God 
the Acts of the Apostles, 3d chap. 25th and| nal of Calvin, Hopkins, or any other human |forbid; for if there had been a law which 
26th verses, the Apostle Peter quotes the|authority. There are three important con-|could have given life, verily righteousness 


blessing pronounced upon Abraham, and tells| siderations. First, what was intended by the|should have been by the law.” Komans, 5t! 
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chap. 20th and 21st verses. ‘‘ Moreover, the, persisted in to the utter disregard of, and in, the firmament of heaven, to give eternal life, 
law ent«red that the offence might abound ; | direct opposition to, the positive declaration of} and light, and benediction, to all the families 
but where sin abounded, grace did much more |God, by his Prophets and Apostles. Is this! of beings both in heaven above, and in the 
abound; that as sin has reigned unto death, |going “ to the law, and the testimony?” or is|earth beneath. By the sun, | would here be 
even so might grace reign through righteous- it not going tothe /aw and perverting the /aw; | understood to mean, as the prophet meant, the 
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our|and avoiding the testimony, and denying the|great Saviour, whose history is recorded in 
Lord.” We think the above quotations are | testimony? It is impressively upon some, andthe pages of the New Testament; from which 
more than sufficient to convince any man, who expressly to all, declared in the revelation of|! hope to make it appear, that he was, in very 
receives the Scriptures as truth, that salvation, | Jehovah, that “the testimony of Christ is the|deed and truth, that identical divine person 
or eternal life, cannot come by the law, nor |spirit of prophecy;’’ and that “ Christ is God, | whom the prophets foresaw and predicted, and 


never was intended to come by the law. Our 
next statement is, that damnation, as it is gene- 
rally understood, was never intended by the 
Lawgiver, who is God. For proof, See Gala- 
tians, 3d chap. 15th, 16th, 17th verses.” 
Brethren, | speak after the manner of men; 
Though it be but a man’s covenant, yet if it 
be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth 
thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were 
the promises made. He saii not, and to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one. 
which is Christ. And this I say, that the cove- 


|the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever!”’ and 
that the heavens have received Him, * until 
the times of restitution of all things, which GOD 


whom they styled, as you have seen, Immanuel, 
or God with us, the Mighty God, the Everlast- 
ing Father; also, Jehovah our righteousness. 


And to thy seed, | 


hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy pro- The first memorable circumstance which 
phets since the world began.” This is the tes- | arrests our notice respecting this great Saviour, 
timony of Christ; communicated to man by his| is that of his miraculous conception, which 
Spirit of prophecy, the Holy Ghost; and let all | differs essentially from that of other men, for 
those who talk LOUDLY about the unpardon- | 80 it is written in the evangelist Matthew, 
able sin, ask themselves if they do not blas-|‘* Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this 
pheme against the Holy Ghost, give him the lie wise; when as his mother Mary was espoused 
ldivect, and carry their enmity to Christ to that | to Joseph, before they came together, she was 
length, that they even “smite with the fist found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then 








nant that was confirmed before of God in|of wickedness” those, who dare believe this|Joseph, her husband, being a just man, and 
Christ, the law which was four hundred and | testimony, and publicly confess its truth.-—| not willing to make her a public example, was 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it|:* Brethren, such things ought not so to be.| minded to put her away privily. But while he 
should make the promise of none effect. For) It is time to awake, thou that sleepest; let the thought on these things, behold, the angel of 
if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more |time past suffice us to have done evil awake the i.ord appeared upto him in a dream, saying, 
of promise, but God gave it to Abraham by | to righteousnesss and sin not.” oseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 
promise.” Now it gp as clear as words can! ‘ Let the wicked forsake his way, and the|/uoto thee Mary thy wife, for that which is 
make it, that the law which was 430 years after| unrighteous man his thoughts; and turn to the |conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” 
the promise, cannot damn with never-ending|Lord, and he will have mercy on him; and to/| (Matt. 1. 18, 19, 20.) Lo the same purpose 
misery any man who ts blessed by that promise; !our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For}| it is written in the evangelist Luke, * Phe angel 
and the promise is, that in Christ, the seed | my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor my ways Gabriel was sent from God unto a virgin es- 
of Abraham, ‘all the families, kindreds and your ways, saith the Lord; for as the heavens poused to a man, whose name was Joseph, 
nations of the earth shall be blessed.” He-jare above the earth, so are my ways above your |and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the 


brews, 6th chap. 13th to 19th verses inclusive, ways, and my thoughts above your thoughts.” | angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary. for thou 
: hast found favour with God. And behold, 


womb, and bring 


— Rn f —- 2 ‘ ' a ia 
proves this in language strong as human rea-! What are the thoughts and ways of men? Do 


son can conceive.” For when God made|they not think that God, enraged with infinite |thoa shalt conceive in thy 
promise to Abraham, because he could swear/and almighty FRENZY, will snatch the forked’ forth a son, and sbalt call his name Jesus. He 
by no greater, he sware by himself, saying,| thunderbolt, glowing with the fury of eternal Shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
Surely blessing | will bless thee, and multiply- | wrath.and smite with never-ending misery,and the highest ; and the Lord God shall give 
ing | will multiply thee, and so, after he had | tremendous vengeance the sinner ? And does | unto him the throne of his father David; and 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. | man exert his impotent malice against his ene- | be shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 
For men verily swear by the greater; and an my ? blast him with all the destruction he can and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
oath for confirmation is to them an end of all| devise, and atone for the impotence of his pow- | Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this 
strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly ‘or, by the cruelty of his wishes ? and shall God be, seeing I know not a man : And the angel 
to show unto the heirs of promise the immu-|do thus? NO! NEVER! HEAR, O HEAVENS, answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
tability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath, | and give ear, O EAKTH; “ All the ENDS of shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
that by two immutable things, wherein it was|the world shall remember and .turn unto the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also, 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a! Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shail that holy thing which shall be born of thee 





strong consolation, who have (led for refuge to! 
lav hold on the hope set before us; which | 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the veil If the question is again 
asked, wherefore then serveth the law?’ If 
the low will not save, nor destroy, of what use 
was u! answerer in the words of Paal;' 
‘the iow was aided because of transgression, | 
until We seed, Christ, should come, to whom 
the promise was inade. 


we 


And it was our school- | 
master to bring us to Christ. For the law | 
mate nothing perfect.” Now the law, as! 
a schoolmaster, is simply a teacher, and the | 
thing tought ws Christ. It is in this emphatic | 
sense, that Panl considered it, and declared, 
** | was alive withou' the law,” or schoolmas- 
ter, or teacher, ** but when the commandment,” 
or teacher, ** came, sin revived and | died.” 
Paul was taught, that “by the law, no flesh 
should be justitied;” and all bi: hopes of sal- 
vation by the law died. How many are there 
at this day, who preach Moses, instead of Christ? 
and declare, tat there is no salvation but by 
our own works, under, or in conformity with, 


He is our ‘* God, and abundantly pardons.” 


worship before thee. For the kinydom is the 
Lord's, and He is the governor among the na- 
tions,’ and He will have mercy on them, for 
rherefore, ** Praise the Lord, all ye nations, 
praise Him, all ye people; for his merciful kind- 
ness is great towards US, and the truth of the 
Lord endureth for ever. Praise the Lord, for 
HE is good; because his mercy endureth for ever! 
Praise ye the Lord.” 

(T'o be continued.) 

—_>— 
COMMUNICATION. 
(Continued. ) 


On the accomplishment of prophecy in the person 


of Jesus Christ, proving fully his divine Office 
and Charaeter. 

In my letter you would discover the day- 
dawn of that bright and glorious morning, on 
which the ‘* Sun of Kighteousness was to arise 
ona benighted and disordered world,with healing 
im his wings.” (See Mal. iv. 2.) I wish now to 
eall your attention to the Sun himself, and to 
some of the more remarkable circumstances 
attending his rising, and also his progress to his 





the law; and this, openly and pertinaciously 


meridian splendour, until he became fixed in 


shall be called the Son of God.’’* (Luke i. 16 
'to 26.) In the same strain of mysterious and 
‘divine language, we find it written in the evan- 
'gelist John; ‘* In the beginning was the Word, 
land the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God; all things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made. 
' And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
‘us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.’ (John i. 1, 3, 14.) 

Now is it possible for any reader of the 
above passages not to see, that the Being to 


— 





* It may here be proper to remark, that the idea 
of a Son of God born from eternity, appears to 
have no just ground either in Scripture or in reason, 
For in the Sacred Scriptures we never read of a 
Son of God, until he was born of a Virgin Mother; 
and reason teaches the utter absurdity of supposing 
that what is begotten and born can be eternal. Be- 
sides, it is said in the first chapter of the evangelist 
John, that the Word was made flesh, (verse 14.) and 
it is written of this word, that it Was with God, and 
the Word was God, (verse 1.) whence the conclu- 
sion is plain, that Jehovah God, as the Word, took 
upon him human nature, and not as Son of God, 
born from eternity. 











whom they refer, must be of a nature and 
character far above that of a mere man, and 


not inferior to God? For he is said to be 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, and by the 
power of the Highest. He ts also described 
as the Word made flesh, of which Word it is 
written, that it was with God, and God was the 
Word, and that all things were made by him; 
and he is further called the only-begotten 
of the Father, tull of grace and truth. And 
to what mere man can such expressions, with 
any propriety, or indeed with any meaning, be 
applied? The just conclusion then is, that 
Jesus Christ, to whom the words are applied 
in the Sacred History, was more than a mere, 
man, and being conceived by the power of the 
Highest, or being the eternal word made flesh, 
could be nothing Jess than God. 

I am well aware that the Unitarians, or 
Socinians, sensible of the force and meaning) 
of the above testimony, endeavour to evade it, | 
by insisting that the chepters, in which it is | 
contained, are interpolations, and form no part) 
of the original Gospels. But on this occasion 
they only prove, how far prejudice is wont to} 
bias the understanding, and how little disposed | 
men are to believe what they cannot reconcile| 
with their preconceived opinions. ler how) 
else could the authorities of Stephens, Walton, | 
Mills, Schleusner, Birch, Wetstein, Bengelius, 
Michaelis, Griesbach, Marsh, &c. all of them | 
men of the most profound learning, with a 
hundred others, who include the above chap- 
ters in the sacred cede, have been overlooked | 
and contradicied ? 

From the Divine conception of the Great 
Redeemer, I might now call your attention to 
some remarkable circumstances attending His 
birth, as that it was announced by an angel to 
the shepherds, who were keeping watch over 
their flock by night; and how, on this occasion, 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


19 


to what is written in the book of Deuteronomy,! the knowledge of the Great Eternal God was 
chap. vi. 16. But in that book it is thus ex-| nearly lost, insomuch that he was thought to 
pressed, ** Thou shalt not tempt Jehovah thy | be both distant, unapproachable, and irrecon- 
God.”’ Itis evident then, that Jesus Christ, for cileable. And so, in all probability, he would 
Jehovah, substitutes the term Lord, as also in! ever have continued to be thought, had not he, 
Mark xii. 29. and Luke x. 27. which is a plain in his adorable mercy, condescended to assume 
proof, that He considered the two terms Jeho-| and glorify the humanity, and thus to make 
vah and Lord, as synonimous. But who shall’ himself again visible, near, known, approacha- 
we say is the Lord, or what does this name in-! ble, reconcileable, to his lost creatures. 

volve ? Let Jesus Christ himself answer this) Keeping now these observations in view, 
question, where He says to his disciples, ** ye which, by the bye, seem to have been alto- 
call me Master and Lord, and ye say well, for gether overlooked by the Unitarians or Socini 
so lam.” (John xiii. 3.) Jesus Christ then, ans, allow me to proceed to the considera- 
as being the Lord, must, by his own interpre- tion of those other decisive proofs of the Di- 
tation, be Jehovah, and accordingly our trans- vinity of the Great Saviour, to which | before 
laters of the Old Testament constantly substi- adverted, and which may be referred to these 
tute the term Lord for Jehovah. i two distinct classes. 

But leaving these points to be the subjects of, First, The proofs derived from his works 
your own serious consideration, | shall now} Secondly, Those derived from his words. 
hasten to other proofs, even more decisive, if I shall begin with the proofs derived from 
possible, than these, from which, I trust, it will his works; all of which announce a power and 
appear plain as the noonday sun, that Jesus authority more than human, and nothing less 
Christ was no other than the Most High God, than Divine. For, behold! at his omnipotent 
united, indeed at first, with an infirm humani-| word, devils tremble and are cast out, (Matt. 
ty, which he derived from the mother, to the| vii. 28 to 34. Mark v. 2 to 15. Luke vin, 26 
intent that He might manifest himself here be- | to 36.) ** The blind receive their sight, and the 
low; but united successively afterward to a| lame walk; the lepers are cleansed, and the 
glorified or Divine Humanity, in which He now | deaf hear; the dead are raised up, and the poor 
reigns as the Supreme God of heaven and earth, | have the Gospel preached to them.’’ (Malt. xi. 
and from and by which, he rules and governs) 5.) By his blessing also, a few loaves and fishes 
all things, both in heaven and earth. jare increased and multiplied to such an ama- 

Before we proceed, however, let me remark | zing degree, as to satisfy the craving hunger 
concerning the above infirm humanity derived of many thousands of his fainting followers. 
from the mother, that it will account for all (Matt. xiv. 26 to 22. chap. xv. 32 to 39.) The 
those passages in the evangelical history, in| winds and the waves, too, obey His mighty 
which we find, that the Blessed Jesus was} voice, and are still. (Matt viii. 25 to 28.) Even 
tempted; that He prayed to the Father; that the living creatures in the sea are not insensi- 
He declared he came to do the will of the Fa-| ble to his command, for when the necessity of 
ther; that he called himselfinferior to the Fa- the case required it, we find a fish presenting 


~~. 





ther; also, that He suffered, died, and was bu- 
ried. 


For, as God, it was impossible that He) 


‘* there was with the angel a multitude of the | should either suffer, die, or be buried. As God, 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, glory | too,it was impossible that he should be tempted, 


a piece of money. (Matt. xvii. 24 to 27) And 
on another occasion, the net, which the disci 

ples had cast into the sea, was so full, that they 
were not able to draw it for the multitude of 





fishes. (John xxi. 6.) But this was not all, for 
to prove that he had power over the world of 
mind, as well as that of matter, he granted for- 


to God in the highest, and on earth peace, |or pray to another, or say that He came to do 
good will toward men.’ Luke ii. 8th to|the will of another, or call himself inferior to 
19th. L might also remind you of the miracu-|another. Whilst therefore Jesus was in this 
lous star which appeared, on the same occa-| infirm humanity, He was subject to all the in- | giveness of -ins to the humble and the penitent, 
sion, to the wise men of the east, to conduct | firmities of human nature, and declares himself (Matt. ix, 5,6. Mark ii. 9, 10. Luke v. 23, 
them to the birth-place of the infant Jesus, and | to be so; but in the degree in which He put off | '4.) a favour which none could grant but God 
how, ‘‘ when they saw the young child, with| this infirm humanity, and put on a Divine hu-/ alone, as it is asked, on the occasion, Who can 
Mary his mother, they fell down and worship-|manity, in the same degree He rose superior forgive sins but God only ? (Mark u. 7.) 

ped Him.” (Mat. ii. 1 to 13.) In like manner | to all the weakness ofa mere man, and assumed | (To be continued.) 


[ might dwell upon the baptism of the Great/|to himself a Divine character, power, prero-| —— 
Saviour, showing how, in the former case, “ the | gative, and operation. You are to understand, | IMPORTANT QUESTIONS. 


heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw therefore, that in Jesus Christ there was atwo- 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and | fold nature, the one human, the other Divine;|| Tue Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Ro- 
lighting upon Him, and lo! a voice from hea-|the one external, the other internal; just as in|mans, 5th chap. 15 verse, declares that the 
ven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom jevery individual man we find there are two | ** free gift is not as the offence.” How do they 
I am well pleased.”’ (Matt. iii. 13 to 17.) And|men, the outer man and the inner man; or in| differ, and what will finally result from the dit- 





how, in the latter case, viz. his temptations, 
Jesus said to the tempter, ‘* It is written, thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God,’ and how 
after the temptation, ** Angels came and min- 
istered unto bim.’’ (Matt. iv. | to 12.) All 
these extraordinary facts, | say, might be ad- 
verted to, as establishing full and decided proot- 
that the Blessed Jesus was something more 
than mere man, since otherwise, why should 
He be worshipped by the wise men? or why 
should the heavens be opened at His baptism, 
and the Spirit of God descend like a dove, and 
light upon him ? &c. Why, also, at His tempta- 
tion, should He say to the devil, It is written, 
thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God? For 
in tits quotation, ** Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God,” Jesus Christ manifestly adverts 





other words, the natural man and the spiritual.| ference! In the Sth chap of the book of Re- 
And as it is the continual intention of God to} vel tions, 11, 12, and 15th verses. ‘* And ft 
anite in man the outer and inner man, the na-| beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
tural and spiritual man, that so the inner and, round about the throne, and the beasts and the 
spiritual may rule and bless the outer and na- elders; and the number of them was ten thou- 
tural; in like manner, it was the continual will sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
and purpose of Jesus Christ, with a view to the | sands; saying with a loud voice, worthy is the 
salvation of mankind, to unite in himself the | Lamb that was slain to receive power, and rich- 
Divinity and humanity, the Internal and Exter-| es, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
nal; that so both together might become One| glory, and blessing. And every creature which 
Lord God, differing from the former Lord God, | is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
or the God before the incarnation. in this re-| earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that ar: 
spect, that he was now made a visible, a near,|in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour 





a) 
a known, and an approachable God; whereas 
before, He was invisible, distant, unknown, and 
unapproachable. For such had been the terri- 
ble effects of sin upon the human race, that all 


and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamo yorever ana 
ever.”’ Will this prophecy ever be accomplish- 
ed? And when it is accomplished, how maay 
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of the creatures of God, or human beings, will 
be with the devil, ‘* cursing and blaspheming 
God and Christ,” as is frequently represented ! 
In Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews, 2d chap. 14th 
verse, we read of Christ, ‘* forasmach then as 


the children are partakers of flesh and blood, | present themselves to the mind, on reading} denied by millions. 


He also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death, he m ight destroy him that had | 
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it would destroy the hopes of ninety-nine out of|man can come to ME, except the Father draw 
an hundred, of all the human race. What is him.’ There is not a more positive and defi 

it for a man to die in his sins ? and is it because | nite declaration on record in any book, than 
men die in their sins, that they cannot come to|this. Neither is it in the power of human rea- 
Christ ? These are questions, which naturally | son to conceive of one more so, and yet it is 
Inthe Ist epistle of John 
this interesting portion of Scripture. We be-|4thchap. 2d verse, we read, ‘* every spirit that 
lieve that there will be no controversy rela-| confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 





the power of death, that is, the devil.’ Will) ive to the doctrir 
Christ effect his purpose, and destroy the de | lief, dies in his sins, agreeable to the declara- 
vil? And if by destruction, misery and puntsh- tion, ‘* his is the condemnation, that light has 
ment are simply intended; was not the devil| come into the world, and men choose darkness 
destroyed before Christ “ took part of the | rather than light. The light here spoken of 
same”’ flesh and blood ? for the devil is univer- | 1s Christ, who is the true light; and the dark- 
sally believed to have been punished and in| ness is the unbelief, or sin spoken of in the 
misery before Christ appeared on = earth.—- | text. The declaration is, they ‘* shall seek me.”’ 
Does not the Prophet Malachi, in the 4th chap. | Chis was spoken of and to the Jews; and they 
Ist verse, refer to the destruction of the deyil|are described by the prophets, and by Paul in 
at the coming of Christ, when he speaks of the | bis epistle to the Romans, 11th chap. 7 to 11th 
wicked as being destroyed ** root und branch?’’| verses, as being in this dark and unbelieving 
And if any thing is destroyed root and branch, | state. “ What then ? Israel hath not obtained 
is it possible for any part of it to remain? In|that which he seeketh for; but the election 
I Corinthians, 15th chap. 26th verse, we read. | hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 
‘* The last enemy shall be destroyed, DEATH.” According as it is written, God hath given them 
The words that, and 7s, are not in the original. | the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
When the last enemy shall be destroyed, root and | not see, and ears that they should not hear, 
branch, will there be any enemy left? And if) unto this day. And David saith, let their table 
the devil has the power of death, and the wa-|be made a snare, and a trap, anda stumbling- 
ges of sin is death, and the works of the devil| block, and a recompense unto them. Let 
are to be destroyed agreeably to the testimony their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, 
of John, in his Ist epistle, 3d chap. 8th verse,|and bow down their back alway. J say then, 


tive to the doctrine, that he that dieth in unbe-|is of God.”? And God by his prophet declares, 
**] will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.” 
Will the Father then draw them? And will not 
‘all flesh’ come in the right way, and seek, 
and find, ‘‘ when all are taught of God, from 
the least unto the greatest?’ If any person 
will contend that a man’s dying in his sins, is 
the reason, or cause, why he eannot come to 
Christ; such person would confer a favour, by 
informing whether the disciples of Christ 
whom he addressed in the following manner, 
|diedin their sins. John xiii. 33. * Little chil- 
dren, yet a little while I am with you; ye shall 
seek me; and as I said unto the Jews, whither I 
| go ye cannot come, so say I unto YOU.” In the 
| vill. chap. 23, 24th verses, Christ says, ‘“* Ye 
are from beneath; | AM from above; ye are of 
this world; | am not of this world. I said 
therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
jsins; for if ye believe not that | AM, ye shall 
die in your sins.”” Reader, John in his first 
| epistle 4th chapter and 14th verse, declares, 
** We have seen, and do testify, that the Father 





will not sin be destroyed root and branch ? And have they stumbled that they should FALL /| sent the SON to be tne SAVIOUR or THE 
will not the glorious period, and triumphant | GOD FORBID!” What! Not fall when they; WOhLD.” On the authority of Jesus Christ, 
consummation then arrive? “« When the taber-|die in their sins? NO! on the authority of| whois rue MIGHTY GOD, roe EVERLAST- 
nacle of God shall be with men, and he will Paul, we say NO. And on the authority of | ING FATHER; It is declared unto you, If 








dwell with them, and be their God, and they 
shall be his people. Ind God shal! wipe away 


all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be NO} casting away of them be the reconciling of the | , 
nor crying, world, what shall the receiving of them be, but; Remarks on Daniel, 3d chap. 4, 5, 6th verses. 


MORE DEATH, neither sorrow, 
neither shall therebe ANY MORE PAIN! For 
the former things are passed away.”’ Kev. 21st 
chap. 3d and 4th verses. Is it any where in the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, en- 
joined on man as a duty, that he shall contend 
earnestly for the kingdom of the devil, the 
length of his reign,the greatness of his dominion, 
and the namber of his subjects? And is this 
kind of testimony, of the nature of the testimo- 
ny of the Holy Ghost, whom Christ said should 
come, and should testify of Him? Believing 
the testimony of the Holy Ghost, who testifies 
of Christ, that ** his kingdom shall be an ever- 
lasting kingdom; and that to His dominion there 
shail be no end;” that ‘* all the kindreds and 
families of the earth shall be blessed in him; 
and all nations worship before Him, and glorify 
lis Name.” We call upon all those who be- 
heve in the devil’s infimte power, the duration 
of his kingdom, and the increase of his domi- 
nion; and who testify of his reign over an innu- 
merable company forever! and who are offend- 
ed to hear his destruction, and the utter and 
eternal rain of his kingdom spoken of; to come 
forward and answer the above questions. 

** Be ready, always to give an answer to 


every man.”’ Peter. 


—_—_——- 
‘* Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, 
and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your 


sins; whither I go ye cannot come.” John 8th 
chap. 2Ist verse. 


Tints declaration of our Saviour, is quoted 
to prove the eternal misery of a part of man- 
kind; and the construction generally put upon 


Christ, and his prophets, we say they did die) you believe not that CHRIST is the SAVIOUR 
in their sins. And Paul adds, “ For if the) of the WOKLD, you shall die in your SINS! 


—~—- 


life from the dead.” Kom. xi. chap. 25th ver. ‘** Then a herald cried aloud, To you it is 
to the end of the chapter. ‘ For | would not, | commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this | that at the time ye hearthe sound of the cornet, 
mystery, (lest ye should be wise in your own flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all 
conceits,) that blindness in part is happened to | kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come | goldenimage that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath 
in. And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is writ-|set up. And whoso falleth not down and wor- 


ten, ‘here shall come out of Ston the Decive- 
rER, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 
for this is my covenant unto them, when | shall 
take away their sins. As concerning the Gospel, 
they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching 
the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ 
sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance. For as ye in times past have 
not believed God, yet have now obtained mer- 
cy through their unbelief; even so have these 
also now not believed, that through your mer- 
cy they may also obtain mercy: for God hath 
concluded them ALL in unsetir, that He 
might have mercy upon ALL.” ‘The believer, 
and the unbeliever, 4LL. ‘* O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
‘of GOD! how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out! for who hath 
known the mind of the LORD ? or who hath 
been his counsellor? or who hath first given 
to him, and it shall be recompensed to him 
again ? for of Him, and through Him, and to 
Him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. 
Amen.” In answer to our question. Is it be- 
cause men die in their sins, that they cannot come 
to Christ? It is proper to consider, whether 
living in their sins will enable them to come; 
or whether they can come of themselves. The 
declaration of Christ ought to be conclusive, it 
is so plain, “ that he who runs may read. No 








|shippeth, shall the same hour be cast into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 

The IMAGES which are set up at this day, 
are not Gotp; but they are as diverse from the 
true GOD, as an image of gold would be. But 
the denunciations of the worshippers at this 
day,are precisely the same with the rpoLar: Rs, 
who worshipped the golden image set up by 
the king of Babylon; with this only difference, 
and which is highly creditable to the worship- 
pers of the golden image; that whereas the 
tiery furnace of the idolatrous Medes and Per- 
sians inflicted but a momentary pain, the fiery 
furnace of our modern idolaters, is by them re- 
presented to TORMENT FOREVER ! 

—>-— 
NOTICE. 
Persons wishing to become subscribers to this pa- 
pers are respectfully requested to call at No. 454, 
earl-Street, where a subscription is open, and 
where they can be furnished with the numbers, from 
the first. 
T'o Correspondents. 


All Communications forwarded to the Editor per mail, to be 
published in this paper, must be ‘* post paid.” City corres- 
pondents are informed, that a letter-box is placed at the en- 
trance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Gold-Street, for 
the reception of their communications. 
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